86                                    WALPOLE                                CHAP.

In this capacity he had been successful and popular,
and had shown some resource. When a member de-
sired that order might be kept, for he had a right to be
heard, the Speaker would make the ingenious rejoinder,
" No, sir, you have a right to speak, but the House have
a right to judge whether they will hear you." Besides
being Speaker, he had been the prince's treasurer ever
since his arrival in England. His selection to bo the
new minister would therefore have been natural; but
the old men were not displaced at once, arid before
many days were over the king mado up his mind not
to displace them at all. At the time of tho accommoda-
tion between the old king and his son, soven years
before, Walpole seems to have had as much influence
with the Princess of Wales as he ever acquired over her
as queen,1 and the new circumstances may well have
revived old impressions.

At first, things at the new court underwent the
change of face in which satirists of every ago and
tongue rejoice. Leicester House, in tho old king's life-
time, had been shunned like a city stricken with tho
plague; all at once it became thronged from morn-
ing to night. Walpole, whose stops had so long been
dogged by a mob of toadies and placolmntorB, now made
vacancy wherever he turned. Compton hold levies,
crowded by men who had sworn in prose and verse
that no adverse fate should ever separate thorn from
Sir Eobert. The new king's feelings towards tho three
principal men in his father's government had novor boon
concealed. Walpole he was accustomed frooly to de-
scribe as rogue and rascal j tho Duke of Newcastle waa
1 Lady Oowper'a Diary, under date 1720.the most im-
